
December 2018 
 

Dear Science Fair Judge, 
 
We are pleased that you will be joining us as a judge for the Southern Tier 
Scholastic Science Fair on March 23, 2019. This will be the fair’s 17th year, 
and we hope it will be better than ever! 
 
Our society relies more on science, technology, engineering, and math 
every day, and the Southern Tier Scholastic Science Fair is a great way for 
students to become more knowledgeable about how the world we live in works. As you know, every 
citizen needs to be scientifically literate to make educated decisions about what he or she reads in the 
media, about health care, and about other every-day problems. Preparation and participation in a project 
is one of the best learning experiences a student can undertake; and, it can be an excellent way to earn 
significant prizes, qualify for scholarships, and distinguish a college application.  With this in mind, we 
thank you for your interest and commitment in helping young students develop as scientists, 
technologists, engineers, and/or mathematicians.  
 
Please note the schedule below. You will have a category of judging and specific project numbers assigned 
to you.  You will be working with a partner or partners who are assigned to the same group of students. 
Special Awards judges will work as a team of several judges to award 50+ awards. Attached is a set of 
general guidelines. 
 
You are free to leave after your group turns in the verified judging results, but we encourage you to stay 
and applaud the young scientists during the awards ceremony. 
 
STSSF Schedule (Saturday, March 23, 2019): 

8:20 to 8:30 am Please check-in in the Calice 
Advanced Manufacturing Center 
(CC) Atrium.  Coffee provided in 
Judges’ Room in the Applied Tech 
Bldg (AT). 

Plan to arrive with sufficient time to 
check-in (CC) and to familiarize yourself 
with the layout of the exhibition floor and 
the location of the judging rooms in AT. 

8:45 to 9:15 am Judges’ meeting Judges’ Room 

9:15 to 10:45am Judging: Group A 
Allow approximately 10-20 minutes per 
project.  Special awards judges will work 
as a team to cover the entire fair. 

10:45 am to 
12:15 pm 

Judging: Group B 

12:15 to 12:45 
pm 

Judging Group Meeting to Make 
Final Selections 

Have completed judging sheets turned in 
by 12:30. Final award decision must be 
turned in by 12:45 pm. 

1:00 to 1:30 pm Lunch and informal project 
viewing.   

Pizza and beverages will be provided. 

~1:30 to 3:00pm Award Presentations All are invited and welcome to attend the 
Awards Ceremony in the Baldwin Gym. 

THANK YOU for your time, your expertise, and your interest and commitment in helping young students 
develop as scientists, technologists, engineers, and/or mathematicians. 

 



Check the website (http://bccsciencefair.wordpress.com) for additional details as the event date approaches. 

 
Directions to SUNY Broome Community College:  
SUNY Broome Community College is located north of Binghamton on Upper Front Street (NY Route 11).  
From I-81 take Exit 5, right onto Upper Front Street (Route 11) to the campus.  Please park in Lot #1. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Questions? Please contact us at: 

 STSSFatBCC@gmail.com 
or Dr. Phyllis O’Donnell at odonnellpm@sunybroome.edu, 778-5669. 

FAQ are found at https://bccsciencefair.wordpress.com/faq/ 
 

 

Thank for offering your time and expertise.  Thank you for your love of life-long learning. 
We look forward to seeing you at the Southern Tier Scholastic Science Fair! 

 
Sincerely, 
Phyllis O’Donnell and Bill Hollister 
STSSF Co-Chairpersons 
STSSF Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/STSSFair/ 

                                                                              
The Southern Tier Scholastic Science Fair is Sponsored By: 
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Southern Tier Scholastic Science Fair 
General Guidelines for Judges 

 
1) At check-in, you receive a name badge, judging schedule, and map of the exhibit floor, rules,  judging 

rubric, and project summaries for the exhibits that you are to judge.  You will also receive a note of 
thanks for your time, your expertise, and your interest in helping young students develop as 
scientists, technologists, engineers, and/or mathematicians.  

2) Please familiarize yourself with the layout of the exhibit area, the location of the exhibits you will be 
judging, and the judges’ area.  Judges are assigned to groups of projects in pairs or groups of three, 
so locate your partner(s) and plan your strategies. 

3) Shortly before judging begins, there will be a brief meeting in the judges’ rooms to answer any 
questions. 

4) NEW in 2019: Special Award Eligibility NOTES:   
– If a research project was conducted in a regulated research institution, industrial setting or any work site 

other than home, school or field, and a completed Institutional or Industrial Setting Form [(see last page) 

indicating that no substantial guidance was given] is NOT displayed with the project, then these project 

participant(s) will not be eligible for special awards. 

– If a project has more than two authors (even if only 2-persons present at the STSSF) or was completed at 

a university/college sponsored event such as a science ‘institute’, ‘academy’, or ‘camp’ (example: Go 

Green Institute or Summer STEAM Academy) where research scientists, graduate students, faculty, 

instructors, or professionals have contributed significantly to the project, then these project participant(s) 

will not be eligible for special awards. 

– Any continuing project must document that the additional research is new and different from 
previous projects to be eligible. 

5) As judging begins, you will be allotted approximately 10-20 minutes per exhibit, so please try to stay 
on schedule. 

6) When you arrive at the exhibit, you may find it helpful to use the following steps: 
a) Step 1: Introductions 

i) Introduce yourself to the student, adding a few details about your background and interest or 
experience in science, math, and technology. 

ii) Ask the student his/her name, grade, school, and a few “get acquainted” questions 
(1) What got you interested in this project? 
(2) How long did you work on this project? 
(3) Tell me what you like most about this project. 

iii) Take the time to make eye contact during this get-acquainted time.  Show exhibitors that 
you’re really interested by your expressions and gestures.  When you find out an exhibitor’s 
first name, use it throughout the judging. If you forget the name or you’re not sure you heard 
it correctly, look at the name tag. 

b) Step 2: Sharing 
i) The second phase is simply a chance for the student scientist to share information about 

his/her project.  Ask the student to summarize the project, asking questions only to help the 
student complete the summary. 
(1) Tell me about this exhibit. 
(2) How did you . . . ? 
(3) When did you . . .? 



ii) As part of this sharing phase, make a comment or two about what you’re finding in the 
exhibit, such as, “I can see you really like birds (or insects or rockets). Your interest really 
shows.” “You must have had a good time making this exhibit. It shows.” 

c) Step 3: Process 
Answers to the sharing questions naturally lead you into the third or “Process” phase of 
judging. This is when you ask the youth to analyze what he/she did. Here are some examples 
of the types of process questions that you can ask. 
(1) What problems did you have? 
(2) What worked and didn’t work? 
(3) What was the most difficult part? 
(4) Why is it important to . . .? 
(5) Where did you find the information on . . .? 
(6) Where did you get the idea for . . .? 
(7) Did you have someone at home, school, or elsewhere who gave you advice on your 

project? (Hint: Try to avoid questions like, “Did someone help you with this exhibit?” It’s 
an awkward question under the circumstances because the youth might think you’re 
implying that it’s not his or her work.) 

d) Step 4: Significance 
This is a time for the exhibitor to more fully explain the significance of what they learned and 
to connect the learning to other situations. It’s also the time when you start to talk about the 
best things you see in the project and some ways to improve the things that need work. 
(1)  What did you hope people would notice about your exhibit? 
(2) What was the most important thing that you learned?  
(3) What are some new things you learned by making these exhibits? 
(4) What do you think your results about …. mean? 
(5) I really like . . . because . . . 
(6) I thought you made a good decision when . . . 
(7) I’m not quite sure about . . . Could you explain . . .? 
(8) What if you tried this? What would happen?  
(9) Have you thought about . . .? You might experiment with . . . 

e) Step 5: Reflection 
This is the time when you want youth to reflect on what they learned today and how to apply 
it in the future. 
(1) If you could do this experiment again, how would you change it? 
(2) What are some new things you could learn in this project in the future? What else would 

you like to learn? 
(3) What are you planning to make or learn about in your next project? 

f) Step 6: Wrap-Up 
End on a positive note. A smile, a call for final questions, a thank you and a word of 
encouragement to enter again next year usually work. They leave the exhibitor feeling good 
about the judging experience. They also leave you feeling ready to meet and greet the next 
exhibitor in line.Whenever you make written or verbal comments on a student’s exhibit, it’s 
important to think about the impact on exhibitors and parents. Even well meaning, 
constructive criticism can hurt, so always be gentle and tactful in your comments. Youth learn 
more through compliments than criticism. Compliments encourage them to continue 
learning; criticism just crushes their enthusiasm. 



g) Use a pleasant tone of voice. 
h) Use words that youth will understand. 
i) Give youth time to think before you expect a response to your questions. Restate questions if 

necessary. 
j) Avoid questions that can be answered with just yes or no. Ask open-ended questions that start 

with who, what, when, where, why or how. 
k) “Sandwich” helpful criticism or a suggestion for improvement between two sincere compliments. 

Never use degrading words or phrases that will discourage youth from continuing in the project. 
7) Remember that the purpose of this event is to: 

a) Help youth improve their skills and interest in science, mathematics, and technology 
b) Help them recognize their own efforts and accomplishments 
c) Help them develop standards for future self-evaluation 
d) Encourage them to continue to learn and study science, mathematics, and technology 
e) Advise them on what they might learn next. 

8) We expect that MOST students at this event will qualify for a medal.  If you have difficulty using the 
scoring tool, check with the other judges. Conferring among judges helps improve the consistency of 
ratings between judges, as well. 

9) Because multiple judges are evaluating each project, the average of the judges will be used to 
determine the award level. 

10) If you are judging a group project, both members of the team must receive the same award. 
11) Please turn in your completed rating sheets promptly, as we are printing up the certificates 

immediately prior to the awards ceremony. 
12) HAVE FUN! 

 
 
 

THANK YOU for your time, your expertise, and your interest and commitment in 
helping young students develop as scientists, technologists, engineers, and/or 

mathematicians. 
 

 
 
  



Institutional or Industrial Setting Form 
To be completed ONLY if a research project was conducted in a regulated research institution, industrial setting or any 

work site other than home, primary or secondary school, or field.  This form MUST accompany displayed project at STSSF. 

 

STSSF Participant Name(s) ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Project Title _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This form is to be completed by the Qualified Researcher (not the participant(s)) after project completion. 

 

Please verify the following by checking here __________: The participant(s) conducted research at my 

work site. 

 

Did you or your proxy (e.g. graduate student, postdoc, employee, apprentice) 

provide substantial guidance to the student participant(s). 
 

If No, describe your and/or your institution’s role with the student participant(s) and his/her project (e.g. 

supervised use of equipment on site without ongoing mentorship) and sign below. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Researcher Name_____________________________________________________________________ 

Educational Background __________________________________  Degree(s) ____________________ 

Experience/Training as relates to student project (Use back of form if necessary) 

 

 

 

Position __________________________________  Institution _________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________________________ Phone ________________ 


